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GENERAL PLAN

Contemporary Planning Issues Summary - Feburary 12, 2014

The New General Plan provides an opportunity to address contemporary planning issues that may not have been addressed in 
the current General Plan. Because these topics are new and timely, they often become the focus of the General Plan process. This 
summary introduces some of the key planning issues for this General Plan process. The Consultants and City staff will discuss these 
issues at the February 12th GPAC meeting.

Complete Streets
Complete streets are streets designed or retrofitted for everyone to use safely. 
Most of the current activity around complete streets is to retrofit existing 
roadways into facilities that are designed to be equally safe for drivers, bicyclists, 
transit vehicles and users, and pedestrians of all ages and abilities. In new 
development, this type of street should be required by the jurisdiction’s public 
works development standards and commonly implemented.  

A complete street may include ample sidewalks, pedestrian amenities (e.g., 
benches, shade trees), bike lanes (or wide paved shoulders), special bus lanes, 
comfortable and accessible transit stops, frequent crossing opportunities, 
median islands, accessible pedestrian signals, curb extensions, and more. 
Compliance with ADA is a given. A complete street in a rural area will look quite 
different from a complete street in a highly urban area. However, both are 
designed to balance safety and convenience for everyone using the road. Other 
techniques such as “road diets” and “traffic calming” are common components 
of complete streets.

AB 1358, The Complete Streets Act of 2008, requires all cities and counties to 
plan for a balanced mulit-modal transportation network upon any substantive 
revision to their circulation elements. 

Resources
• National Complete Streets Coalition (http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/

complete-streets)
This street received a “road diet.” Four auto lanes were 
reduced to three, and bike lanes were added. Source: 
City of Seattle
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• California Bicycle Coalition (http://www.calbike.org/)

• Walkable Communities, Inc. (http://walkable.org/)

• Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center (http://www.pedbikeinfo.org/)

Healthy Communities
More and more communities are facing the challenges of childhood obesity, asthma, type 2 diabetes, and other health issues 
resulting from an unhealthy and sedentary lifestyle.  Past efforts to address these issues focused solely on changing individual 
behaviors and have not succeeded in reversing the obesity epidemic.  
Many of today’s efforts focus more on the community than the 
individual.

A healthy community promotes a positive physical, social, and 
economic environment that supports the well-being of its residents. 
Healthy communities are places that encourage healthy eating and 
physical activity. A healthy community might have components such 
as:

• Walkable and bikeable communities with “complete streets” 
designed for all modes of transport;

• Transportation options and access to public transit;

• Town centers, community focal points, a sense of place;

• Parks, open space, public spaces, and trails;

• Access to nutritious food;

• Recreation, nutrition, and education programs;

• Adequate housing including mixed use neighborhoods and housing choices to accommodate different life stages;

• Healthy schools with healthy nutrition and physical activity policies and practices;

• Access to appropriate health care; and

• Worksite wellness initiatives.

However, a healthy community is more than these components. It is an overarching culture and environment that supports healthy 
living, and a community-wide mentality in which all decisions are made with deliberate consideration of the impact on residents’ 
health. In such a culture, making the healthy choice becomes the easier choice.

Resources
• Center for Civic Partnerships: California Healthy Cities and Communities Network http://www.civicpartnerships.org/docs/

services/chcc/chcc-overview.htm)

• California Farmers Market Program (http://www.ebtproject.ca.gov/CommercialInformation/farmersmarket.shtml)

• The Food Trust (http://www.thefoodtrust.org/)

Sustainability
Sustainability is based on a simple principle: Everything that we need for our survival and well-being depends, either directly or 
indirectly, on our natural environment. Sustainability creates and maintains the conditions under which humans and nature can 
exist in productive harmony, and permits fulfilling the social, economic and other requirements of present and future generations.
Sustainability is important to making sure that we have and will continue to have, the water, materials, and resources to protect 
human health and our environment.

Trails, like this one in Gilroy, can contribute to a healthy 
community.
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Sustainability means meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own 
needs. The three, interrelated pillars of sustainable development are the environment, social equity, and economic development. 
To be sustainable is to balance the aims of these pillars with the need to use resources more efficiently.

The General Plan is an excellent opportunity to address sustainability. General Plans tie together a community’s goals, policies, 
and implementation programs across a wide varitey of topics, including land use, transportation, open space, and public facilities. 
By adopting policies and programs that support sustainable principles, the General Plan can help achieve a community’s goal of 
sustainability.

Resources
• Green Communities: Smart Strategies for a Sustainable Future (http://www.epa.gov/greenkit/index.htm)

• Sustainable Communities Online: (http://sustainable.org/)

Climate Change
Climate change is a change in the global climate system over a long period of time. The climate system can change for many 
reasons, but climate scientists have overwhelming evidence to show that the climate system is now changing in response to human 
actions, particularly the production of greenhouse gases (GHG). Greenhouse gases cause a warming effect that can lead to a rise in 
sea levels and a change in the amount and pattern of precipitation. These effects can cause floods and droughts in communities 
and surrounding areas.

Since passage of AB 32, The Global Warming Solutions Act (2006), the California Air Resources Board (CARB) developed an AB 32 
Scoping Plan to describe California’s approach to reduce GHG to achieve a goal of reducing emissions to 1990 levels by 2020. The 
Scoping Plan identified communities throughout California as a key partner in efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Many 
local governments have addressed community and municipal greenhouse gas emissions by updating their general plans to include 
goals, policies, and programs to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, while others have taken a more focused approach and prepared 
a Climate Action Plan (CAP) or sustainability plan.

Resources
• CoolCalifornia: Save Energy (http://www.coolcalifornia.org/article/gov-save-energy)

• BC Climate Action Toolkit (http://www.toolkit.bc.ca/)

SB 375
SB 375, The Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act of 2008, brings together land use, housing, and transportation 
planning in order to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. This law requires all Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) 
to update their Regional Transportation Plans (RTPs) and prepare regional housing needs allocations (RHNA) that result in 
development patterns and supporting transportation networks that reduce GHG emissions from cars and light trucks. The 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) is the MPO for the Bay Area region.

This law applies to the 17 MPOs that receive State and Federal funds for regional transportation planning. Beginning October 
2010 and every four years thereafter, MPOs must update the RTP. Beginning October 2010 and every eight years thereafter, CARB 
must update GHG reduction targets consistent with the new RHNA cycle and two RTP cycles. City and county general plans are 
not required to be consistent with the requirements of this law. However, individual projects and local government plans that 
are consistent with the approach outlined by an MPO to reduce GHG emissions will be eligible for incentives, including CEQA 
streamlining and priority for transportation funding. 

MTC, the MPO for the Bay Area, adopted Plan Bay Area in July 2013. Plan Bay Area is the region’s RTP and Sustainable Communities 
Strategy (SCS), an integrated land use, transportation, and housing strategy through 2040. As a part of Plan Bay Area, communities 
defined Priority Development Areas (PDAs), infill opportunity areas near transit and within existing communities. Downtown Gilroy 
has been defined as a PDA and will receive a larger share of revitalization and new housing when compared to other areas of Gilroy.

Resources
• Regional Planning and Climate Change: Understanding SB 375 (http://www.gilroy2040.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/

SB375_2010-05-02.pdf)


